MinneTESOL Executive Board

Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2007, 3-5 pm 

St. Louis Park Byerly’s, Community Room
Present:  Patsy Vinogradov, Andrea Poulos, Rosie Starkey, Kim Johnson, Scott Endo, Becky Uran Markman, Anita Dualeh

Approve March 2007 Minutes (Scott)

· minutes approved

Approve Updated Bylaws, Handbook (Andrea)

· Andrea will follow up with Nima to send out so can approve by email, then will go up on website before conference, with final approval at conference

Grants: Final decision on mini-grant applications (all)

· 3 applicants for the 5 available grants

Kim moved that all 3 applicants be approved; motion approved by board
· Board discussed how to make more people aware of the grant availability

· Recipients encouraged to share what they have done with grants—agreed that this should become expectation; when recipients give presentations at workshops, acknowledge MinneTESOL grant

Updates:

Finances (Patsy)

· Good financial health 

· MCTC bill was finally received; Jennifer has reported some issues with accuracy of bill

CD’s…should we do more?
· Patsy added that $5000 also available through maturation of CD; asks whether we should renew this CD and do more CD’s

· Patsy will check on current CD rates, and we will decide by email about renewal

(Postscript: Board approved renewal of CD of $4785 for 5 months at rate of 4.78%)

Membership (Patsy)

· 412 members—stable over past year

Interest Sections, Spring events (Rosie)

· all ISs held spring events, and attendants reported being pleased 

· Rosie recommended that the Board take a closer look at how we budget ISs at our next budgeting meeting

· should include in announcements about meetings that CEU’s will be provided by attending IS events in order to encourage greater attendance

Essay Contest (Anita)

· 45 submissions spread over levels, with smaller number at college level—4 winners (elem, MS, HS, adult)—excellent participation

· winners awarded $30

· Essays ready to be posted on-line

· Anita will email news to Patsy to put in next newsletter

· Plan for this year is poster contest—if Anita is not coordinating, will need to find someone to coordinate (Andrea has info. on poster contest from past)

Fall 2007 Conference, online registraton (Kim, Becky)

· Kim reported that kick-off meeting went well; 16 attendants

· call for proposals has gone out, announcements are being made at events, flyers have been distributed to all colleges and universities with ELL programs, website advertising on-line

· Acteva on-line registration and membership contract with will be signed by Patsy Vinogradov
· Kim is arranging training for use

· question raised about whether people can complete membership application on-line—Kim will check into whether a word document of MinneTESOL’s membership app. can be included on-line—would make membership application much easier and potentially increase membership

· Andrea mentioned that on-street parking on Saturday morning is free and easily available; some cheap pay parking also available

Website updates, maintenance (Nima absent)

Journal (Nima, Becky)
· Becky reported that everything is ready to plug in to go on-line

· Andrea shared some of Nima’s communications regarding good progress on Journal submissions and acceptance

Other Items for Discussion:
New Business

· Andrea suggested Rosie begin looking for potential board members.  Candidates should know that meetings are generally quarterly, but that there’s an expectation to communicate and respond by email to Board business.  Anita also encouraged representation of many levels on Board.

· Andrea brought up topic of whether CEU’s can be given to MinneTESOL attendants who have misplaced papers.  Board agreed that there will be a policy of a week’s window following event for granting CEU’s for those who have misplaced papers

· Idea of having political concerns presentation at MinneTESOL Conference on how to do political advocacy for ESOL-related issues.  Kim will talk with Kathryn Heinze inviting her to submit a proposal.  If Kathryn declines, Andrea will contact John (who was in TESOL leadership in another state) who has expressed interest in political concerns IS, about possibility of presenting on this topic.

· Anita brought up the possibility of corporate sponsorship for MinneTESOL conference.  Patsy reported that letters to publishers invite them to sponsor the event, but there has never been interest.  Board discussed idea of publisher sponsorship of conference, Friday evening reception, donation of conference bags, etc.  Patsy and Anita will discuss ideas for soliciting greater corporate sponsorship for event.

Next Meeting: Saturday, September 8 3-5pm, Saint Louis Park Byerly’s
