
2025 Minnesota English Learner Education Conference 
Presenter Schedule Day Two

Saturday
November 22

Meeting Room 
2-3

Meeting Room 4 Meeting Room 5 Meeting Room 6 Meeting Room 7 Meeting Room 
8-9

Meeting Room 
10-11

Meeting Room 12 Meeting Room 13 Meeting Room 14 Grand Ballroom

7:45-8:45 Registration and Continental Breakfast - Ballroom Concourse
8:45-9:00 am

(15 mins) Welcome - Grand Ballroom
9:00-10:00 am

(60 mins) Keynote: Natalia Benjamin - Grand Ballroom 
Harnessing Multilingual Learners' Potential through Identity, Agency, and Rigor

10:15-11:15 am
(60 mins)

SLIFE  Interest Section 
session  Jill Watson SLIFE

Fix It! Grammar: piloting 
direct, explicit instruction 
for multilingual learners 
Paige Knorek & Kelly 
Haws,     Elementary

Ready, set, ¡vámonos! 
Biliteracy Units in Action 
Natalie Garcia & Beth 
Villalobos, Bilingual 
Education 

What did you say?  
Pronunciation instruction to 
increase understandability  
Dr. Nina Rasmusson 
Adult/Teacher Education

The Impact of Mathematics 
Vocabulary and Morphology 
on the Mathematic's 
Confidence of MLLs Tracey 
Plante; Kathy Berlin 
Elementary

Beyond Deficits: Embracing the 
Cultural and Linguistic Wealth 
of Somali Students Yacoub 
Aljaffery; Mohamud Fadumo 
iido, Muna Aden, Khadra 
Mohamed Elementary

Collective Joy: Leveraging 
Students’ Collectivist Mindset 
as a Classroom Asset Erin Cary 
& Cydnee Sanders  Adult/ 
Teacher Education 

HOLD- DLI Seals of Biliteracy: 
Supporting LCTL 
Access and Equity 
Andrew Fiegen; Zijun 
Xie; Kendall A. King; 
Ayumi Stockman 
Bilingual Education

Early Learning 
Standing Committee 
Lorna Larson; Kerry 
Young  Early Learning 
Standing Committee

Criticality in Action: 
Agency and Identity 
Development through 
Language Orientations 
Natalia Benjamin

11:15-12:45 pm 
(90 mins) Lunch & Exhibitor Break - Ballroom Concourse & Lobby Level

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Meeting Room 2-3 Meeting Room 4 Meeting Room 5 Meeting Room 6 Meeting Room 7 Meeting Room 8-9 Meeting Room 10-11 Meeting Room 12 Meeting Room 13 Meeting Room 14 Grand Ballroom

12:45-1:45 pm
(60 mins)

Amplify English Learning 
with AI-Generated Audio 
Stephanie Hanson 
Adult/Higher Education 

HOLD - DLI Lessons Learned from 
Urban Refugee Teacher 
Education: From 
Thailand to Minnesota 
Shannon Tanghe Teacher 
Education

Teaching Adult ESL? This 
Resource Library Has You 
Covered Patsy Egan; Katrina 
Benson Adult Education

Translanguaging and 
Gesture Adaptations for 
Three Beginning Reading 
Activities and Interventions 
Tara Gibbs Elementary

Open Rethinking Academic 
Language: Flattening the 
Hierarchy and Centering 
Access Michelle Benegas 
Teacher Education

Retiree Interest Section 
Session Debbie Hadas; 
Susan Ranney Retiree

eLibrary Minnesota 
and Ebooks 
Minnesota: LOTE and 
accessiblity tools 
Beth Staats Teacher 
Education VENDOR

Linguistics - Why We 
Are All Experts 
Andreas Schramm 
Teacher Education

2:00-2:45 pm
(45 mins)

THRIVE: Supporting Future 
Educators to Succeed and 
Lead in Today’s Classrooms 
Sergio Madrid-Aranda; 
Abdikarim Abdi Teacher 
Education

Parent Engagement: 
Bridging the Gap with 
School-to-Home 
Communications Jamie 
Osgoodby 
Administration/Coordinat
ors

Implementation of 
Dynamic Assessment to 
Support English Learner 
Inferential Reading 
Shuwei Chen 
College/Adult

My Teacher's Residency in 
Davos, Switzerland 
Margaret Trott Teacher 
Education/Adult

Identity Formation and 
Language Use: A Study of 
Bilingual EFL Learners in El 
Salvador Franklin Lizama 
Migrant Education 

HOLD- DLI Supporting multilingual 
immigrant learners in 
Minnesota: A needs analysis 
Jurana Aziz   Migrant Education 

Observation Journals: 
Helping ELLs to 
Appreciate Cultural 
Awareness Through 
Writing Patrick T. 
Randolph College

Saying It Right: 
Messaging Strategies 
for Every Family Kate 
Watson; Helen Cohen 
Family Engagement 

Equitable Educational 
Outcomes for New-
to-Country SLIFE 
Students in 
Minnesota Krista 
Aadland SLIFE

2:45-3:00 pm
(15 mins) Afternoon Snack & Exhibitor Break - Ballroom Concourse

3:00-4:30 pm
(90 mins)

College Interest Section 
session Kristyn Blessing; Troi 
Ferguson College (3-3:45)

Write, Review, Lead: How 
to Engage with the 
MinneTESOL Journal 
Suzanne Gilchrist 
McCurdy; Holly Krech 
Thomas MinneTesol 
Journal Standing 
Committee 
Advocacy/Policy All (3:00-
4:00pm)

How to Advocate for 
Your Community: 
Lessons from TESOL 
Advocacy Days Sergio 
Madrid-Aranda; Leah 
Granstrom; Norah Harper 
Advocacy Standing 
Committee Elementary

Literacy Across the 
Lifespan: What Can K-12 
and Adult Education Learn 
from One Another? Andrea 
Echelberger; Patsy Egan; 
Leah Hood; Kori McKibben 
SLIFE

Bridging Content Language 
and Strategies for 
Secondary Success Dr. 
Jeanette Long  VENDOR

Adult Education Interest 
Section sessionJill Ashley-
Grochowski; Katrina Benson 
Adult Education Interest Section

Program Evaluation with 
Purpose: Moving from 
Mandate to Meaning in EL 
Program Review Dr. Kendra 
Katnik; Dr. Ashley Karlsson 
Administration/Coordination 
VENDOR

Longevity Awaits: 16 
Well-Being Tips for Now 
and After Retirement 
Patrick T. Randolph 
Teacher Education

Open Open

4:30-4:45 pm 
(15 mins) Door Prizes Give Away

by the Registration Tables


