
2025 Minnesota English Learner Education Conference
 Presenter Schedule Day One

Friday
November 21

Meeting Room 2-3 Meeting Room 4 Meeting Room 5 Meeting Room 6 Meeting Room 7 Meeting Room 8-9 Meeting Room 10-
11

Meeting Room 12 Meeting Room 13 Meeting Room 14 Meeting Room 15 Grand Ballroom

7:00-8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast - Ballroom Concourse
8:00-8:45 am

(45 mins) Business Meeting - Grand Ballroom
9:00-10:00 am

(60 mins)  Keynote: Gabriela Uro and David Lai - Grand Ballroom
In the Eye of the Storm: Multilingual Educators at the Center of Access to Education

10:15-11:00
(45 mins)

Writing instruction for 
Multi-lingual Learners 
in the General 
Education classroom 
Kimberly KNuttila  
Elementary 

Using functional and play 
language for dually 
identified students in a 
Fed. 4 setting Wendi 
Storhoff, Jodi Everson   
Elementary

Empowering New 
American 
Communities through 
Collaborative 
Engagement  Nawid 
Raai   K-12

Learning from Those 
Who Lived It: What 
DACAMENTED 
Teachers Teach Us 
About Supporting 
Undocumented Students 
Yacoub Aljaffery 
Elementary  

Who Gets to Speak? Linguistic 
Justice in the Age of English-
Only and Gender Bans      
Fernando Lesniak 
Advocacy/Policy

Structured Literacy 
Approaches for 
Secondary Teachers: A 
high school teacher’s 
journey to find 
evidence-based 
training and modify 
resources Jill Jenderny 
High School

Getting started with AI 
John Madden 
Elementary

Stealth, Swagger, and 
Skills:  Cultivating 
Confidence in ML and 
Dual-Identified 
Students Ann Browning 
Zerby   High School

Perfect Harmony:  
SLIFE and Choir Jill 
Watson K-12

Exploring Somali 
Literature: A Culturally 
Sustaining Approach to 
Teaching Multilingual 
Learners Iman Mohamoud 
High School

Supporting multilingual 
immigrant learners in 
Minnesota: A needs 
analysis Heidi Alcaide 
Garcia; Nicole Nagell High 
School

11:15-12:15 
(60 mins)

CLIP  Playbook        
Sophie Ly  K-12 
Admin/Coordinators

Embedding the WIDA 
Framework into the 
Secondary ELA Curriculum 
Review Cycle  Beth 
Stenglein; Katrina Van 
Ruyven High School

Why Wait? Writing 
from Day One to 
Build All Language 
Domains Allyson 
Techmeier Middle 
School

Stories of Two 
Classrooms: Cross-
disciplinary Co-teaching 
with Various Levels of 
Multilingual Students 
Anastassia McNulty; 
Austin Castro; Adrian 
Jaimes Co-teaching

Using Bridges Intervention 
Diagnostic Tests to Assess 
Newcomer ELs Math 
Knowledge  Tara Gibbs SLIFE

Empowering Latino 
Newcomers: 
Leveraging Cultural 
and Linguistic Practices 
to Enhance Language 
Learning Margarita 
Sanchez; Maria 
Gutierrez-Beltran; 
Karen Mendez 
Advocacy/Policy

Applying Contrastive 
Analysis in a 
Multilingual Setting 
Maria Froud Martinez; 
Qurina Slayhi 
Elementary

Working Smarter, Not 
Harder: Streamlining 
Language Instruction 
for Busy Educators 
Kristina Robertson; 
Angela Froemming K-12   
VENDOR

RISA Across the 
Curriculum: Using 
Structured Oral 
Interaction to 
Supercharge Learning 
and Engagement in any 
Class Jill Watson K-12

Say It, Write It, Own It! 
Heather Bae; Shannon 
Prostrollo Middle School & 
High School

Building a Culture of 
Language Acquisition 
Sean Kunkel Ko, Jesica 
Linker Elementary

Keynote Follow Up
Sustaining and Expanding 
DLI Programs: New 
Opportunity to Meet the 
Needs of Dually Identified 
Students
Gabriela Uro, David Lai

12:15-1:45 pm
(90 mins)  Lunch Break- Visit our Exhibitor's Tables - Ballroom Concourse

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Meeting Room 2-3 Meeting Room 4 Meeting Room 5 Meeting Room 6 Meeting Room 7 Meeting Room 8-9 Meeting Room 10-

11
Meeting Room 12 Meeting Room 13 Meeting Room 14 Meeting Room 15

1:45-3:15 pm
(90 mins)

Science of Reading and 
Young Multilingual 
Learners Kerry Young; 
Katie Dahlman Early 
Childhood

From Planning to Practice: 
How EL and Gen Ed 
Teachers Design Inclusive, 
Language-Focused 
Lessons Kathryn Fomuke; 
Rick Halley; Secil Kilic;Jetsy 
Tibar Elementary

Creating Dialog 
Ginna Grussing K-12 
VENDOR

Increase Reading 
Fluency, 
Comprehension, & More! 
See Moua-Leske; Kristine 
Kelly; Stacy Abraham 
Adult

Flexibility Within Fidelity: 
Teacher Autonomy in Science 
of Reading Influenced 
Instruction Annie Ittner; Letitia 
Basford; Michelle Benegas 
Elementary

Bridging Language, 
Learning, and 
Belonging: 
Strengthening Family 
and Community 
Engagement for 
English Learners in 
Minnesota Julie Chi; 
Saadia Mohamed 
Family/Community 
Engagement

Trauma-informed 
practices for refugee 
students Kateryna Bikir 
Advocacy/Policy

Language in Action: 
Integrating ELD Across 
the Elementary Day  Dr. 
Jeannette Long   
VENDOR

Beyond Reflection: 
Transforming Student 
Learning with Inquiry 
Notebooks Noora 
Mahmassani; Emily 
Anderson; Ami 
Christensen High School 
& College

Immigrant and Refugee 
Family Education Supports 
- A Mentoring Approach to 
Improve Engagement and 
Eliminate Barriers.  Bob 
Spencer K-12 Advocacy

WIDA : Planning Writing 
Growth Using the WIDA 
ELD Standards. Hetal 
Ascher. K-12 

3:15-3:30 pm
(15 mins) Afternoon Snack & Exhibitor Break - Ballroom Concourse

3:30-4:30 pm
(60 mins)

AI Unleashed: 
Transforming 
Differentiation for 
Multilingual Learners 
Renee Ullom Content

Minnesota Bilingual Seals - 
Successful 
Implementation Ayumi 
Stockman High School

Supporting Dual 
Identified Learners: 
The Connection of 
Special Education 
and ELD Programs 
Emilie Scott 
Elementary

Go Play! Playful 
Learning in the 
Secondary Language 
Classroom Alyssa 
Carlson High School

English as a Second Language 
K-12 Licensure Panel  Merissa 
Russie; Claudia Tabini 
Administration/Coordinators

Translanguaging in 
Action: Practical 
Strategies for 
Supporting Multilingual 
Students Based on 
Lived Experience and 
Pedagogical Insights 
Yacoub Aljaffery 
Elementary

Literacy support 
through Proximity to 
Content Sarah 
Tahtinen-Pacheco High 
School

Content-based 
Language Curriculum 
for English Learners  
Dr. Kendra Katnik;  Dr. 
Ashley Karlsson Content

A Neuroscience-Based 
Approach for Acquiring 
Vocabulary: Movement, 
Mindfulness, and Music 
Patrick T. Randolph 
College

From ELM to SWEL: How a 
Minnesota-Grown Initiative 
Grew to become a National 
Model for Teacher 
Leadership Michelle 
Benegas; Stephanie 
DeFrance; Jenny Leroux    
Elementary

More Than Words: 
Translanguaging 
Strategies to Build 
Vocabulary and Voice 
Jaden Glenzinski High 
School

4:45-5:30 pm
(45 mins)

WIDA: Engaging 
Secondary Newcomers 
in Content Area 
Literacy Hetal Ascher 
K-12

Sharing Gratitude in the 
Classroom Lisa Bekemeyer 
K-12

Round Table 
Discussion:  Teacher 
Education Interest 
Section (TEIS) Survey 
Results Jonell Pacgya 
Teacher Education 
Interest Session

English Language 
Development 
Adventures: Building 
Language Through 
Themes/Studies Kerry 
Young; Katie Dahlman 
Early Childhood

Trending Content to Spark 
Meaningful Conversation Lei 
Kayanuma Ellii K-12 VENDOR

Elementary Interest 
Section Session Tracey 
Plante Elementary

Best Practices of 
Family Engagement 
and Communication 
through the lens of 
Anoka-Hennepin Kari 
Xiong-Carlson; Victoria 
Campoverde; Helen 
Cohen Family 
Engagement

PreLAS Language 
Proficiency 
Assessment, MN 
Approved for VPK, 
School Readiness Plus 
Programs, ECSE & 
More! Including New 
Updates  Michele 
Ruszkowski Early 
Childhood VENDOR

Overcoming Burnout: 
Revitalizing Your 
Career With Personal 
and Professional 
Development Patrick T. 
Randolph Teacher 
Education

HOLD SEL Needs in ELLs?  
Bucket Drumming Can 
Help Jennifer Lofstad 
Elementary


